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“DEATH REEL’ OF

AVIATORS

T of Thirteen.Airmen Who Were

Photographed In One Group In 1912

Only a Few Are, Now Ahve---Albert

Bond Lambert, Head of U. S. Navy’s

" Volunteer Auxilliary, Quits Flying

Back In 1712, when aviation was
Bt the helght of Its popularity,
twelve professional aviators and Al-
bert Bond Lambert, mlllionaira
patron of this thrilling sport and
head of the United States navy's
volanteer aviation aux!iliary, posed
for & panorama photograph. A few
years later that film became known
28 the "Death Reel”™ because of the
number of aviators on it that had
been killed.

Today but a few of those aviators
are allve with the exceptlon of Al-
bert Bond Lambert, who was the
thirteenth on the film and who has
practically given up the sport. Lam-
bert flew for pleasure and never at-
tempted the daring and fool-hardy
performances that sent his friends
to their death. Hlis activities now
are confined to giving adviee and
asselstance to United States authori-
ties,

The greatest of tha avlators on
the "Death Real" was Lincoln
Beachey who fell 3,000 feet to hla
death beneath the waters of San
Francisco Bay on March 14 of this
year while attempting serlal somer-
saults before a large crowd at the
Panama-Pacific exposition

Beachey wag compléeting hils see-
ond flight of the day when the accl-
dent occurred, Previously he bhad
electrified the crowd with g =eries
of serlal somersaults. Ile
to add an additional thrill by
ing one of the famous perpendic
drops that usually followed one of
his exhibitions This

sought

mak-

pProvi ) (fale]

much of a strain for the frame of
the monoplane. The machine was
at an altitude of abiout 1.000 feet
when Beacnevy shut off the power

For several hundred feet it dropprd
head daownward for the carth and
then the aviator grasped Lig control
levers for the graceful descent that
had characterized his previous
flights.

MACHINE

CRUMPLES.

The wings under the force of the
speed with which he  was faliing,
crumpled like za umbrella
heavy wind, and the asroplane,
turning over and over In lts fall,

in =

plunged into San Francleco Bay,
parrowly missing & government
Iransport

Thousands of spectatora rushed
‘o the nearby water front in the
hopes the aviator
the surface but only a few
ered fragments of the
floated about the spot where the alr-
disappeared Launches

would arise to
aplint-

arroplane

man had

put out from shore equipped with
grappling hooks and a hoat crew
from the battleship Oregon which

was anchored a short distance away
altempt to recover tho
=lrap

jolned an
body of the aviator who W
ped to the seat of hls m:
{eet from the surface

The search was kept up for three
hours. Finally divers from the Cre-
gon found the crushed form of the
aviator caotangled in Ll Led
steel and torn canvas af his 1ma
chine. His body still was ~'1r;-1|;|>_-»|
to the seat of the aerd plane With
igin:« the divers freed the bady {rom
the wreckage and brought it to the
surface e o

An autopsy physici

ichine 40

L2 LWigtl

m found

Beachey's only jnjury a brulken
right leg and from the swollen con-
dition of the face it as evidont that
the alrman met his death by drown
ing. Cuts on his hands fradd ke nt--\f
he had attemapted lo bree himsel

that held him to
hie soat and it ls believd 1 that had
this been accomplizie 1 I WO ihd
have beeu able 'tl-l ekt ".l" I'. &y 1|:
the surface aud keop aficat long

-uough for (he lwunches and pover
boats that put out immediat=ly alt-

er hig plunge, to Fescue him
BROTHEL )
WITNESSES DEATH,

Hilleary Beachey, a brother of the
dead aviator, was on the deck wof

from the SLraps

the United States trausport Crook
watehing the flight ."rnll Lits
brother and former flying .'“H.”I‘”'_
jon plunge to Ll death iilleary,
who had been the more conservative
aviator of Lhe Lwo, thercupon for-

swore fiying forever,

B.\aclw\ g death 18 attributed to
(e fact that he changed from a ul-
plane, o which he hnd been ac-
customed from the Ume he took up
hie daring aveention, io the more
crail snd collapsible monoplaue. In

this connection there is herewith
shown a remarkable picture of
Lincoln Beachey standing by while
Mrs. Barney Oldfield dedicated the
machine In which he was to meet
his death, with a bottle of cham-
pagne. This {s the last picture of
Lincoln Beachey and was taken a
few dayvs before his death. At the
time he expressed the bellef that
hie would meet his death in thils new
plane, according to the prominent
men and women who witnessed the
christening of the monoplane

Lincoln Beachey was one of the
last of the aviators on the “Death
Reel” pictare, the survivors having
foresworn the avlatlon game for-
ever, When that picture was tak-
en In St. Louls several years ago,
death might have been the photo-
grapher who snapped the bulb. At
lenst the grim phantom was hover-
ing mnear and marked practleally
each one of the aviators before him
88 a possible vietim.

THE YOUNGESNT
YICTIM,

Probably the youngrst of the sac-
riflces to the public’s desires for
povelly and thrills, who steod be-
fore the camera on 4 sunny summer
afternoon to be photographed with
Lthe most daring of birdmen, was
Andrew Drew YAndy"”
familarly known,
wealthy banker and was engaged
as & reporter for a newspaper His
carcer as an aeronaut was started
in about 1808 when ballooning be-

ag he was
was the son of a

came popular in St Louls Andy
bad the power of imagination that
maede him just suitable for sueh a

trip.  While the more prosaic
reportere of the paper
to make one of the first trips made
by a St. Louls newspaper reporter
his paper, the city editor con-
ed that Andy Drew could write
tler slory on the trip He
to his office Monda
ol with hils :

police
ware willing

CaTe
morain g
cxperiences and

wrate as descriptive and interesting
KL the trip as any mwan could
Th unon he became a sort of avi
en expert for his  poper I
covered” all of the balloon M'ghits
"IIJ cven jomed the aviation arns
ol the Nalional Guard of M 1
to 1 neuarer the beloved air crafts
Wi * acroplans repluaced th
1 Androew Irew sludied
them clo v and then 24 un
newspap work to become an avi-
ntor
“Andy, you're going 1o kil Vour
! day in one of those arro-
reporiers told him
i1, but it's all in a life-
returned cheerily Andy
mwet his death in Dayton, 0., when
his aer i eht fire and e
was plur ound. Lincoln
Brach: in a way fel 1 f
gponsible for the death 1drew
Drew just as he did for five oller
aviators of the “Death Roel who
lost thelr lives, Drew 4 con-
servative Bier and took no chances
until he saw Lincoln Beachev dsf
the forces of the air In somersaults
and dangerous lonps and He us

Killed in under

PASSING

O PAGE,
bBeachey felt

for the death of

takKing similar feats,

partly responsibile
Rutherford Page
who tried sowe of the aviator & dar-
ing stunts Of this Beschey sald

“I watched Rutherford Page try-

Ing out some of my stunls in

I_rr.‘mfl new Curtiss biplane He was
foolishly brave and 1 tried Lo warn
him He laughed at me He in-

sigted he could do unything I did.

I helped to untangle his  breken
body trom thal very llli‘ll.]: & few
minutes later A T ork-

ng to free his body }JJ, mechanlean
sald to me Mr. Beachey. Rullier-
ford satd to me just before ho went
up that he was golng to
tunts or break
cexpected pufl of
the end. He

outdo yuur
his neck \n un-
wind and it was
was trying ane of my
whien deg

Liateh Roll ith overtook
him."

Beachey aleo held himself partly
rexponsgible Tor the death of ['.‘al-|
Farmelee nather aviator of the

Laath  Reel Fhe latter attempt-
cd 1o perform Beac hey's stunt ‘..:'
making a fgure elght  with i
ands off the levers and guldineg the
machine only wis il b 4 sy
swaying i the direction be wanted

Lo go Flie machine overturned and
e plunged to Lis death
Horaco Kearney attempted to out-

shine Eeachey. He atwempted g
flight over the ceean from Los An-
seles o San Frapeisco withh Clhester
Lawrence, autcinoblle editor of the
Los Angeles Examiner, as his pas-
cnger bodips never were

lound and slpgle pontoon of
the acroplan vas found afloat to
tell ef the tragedy

Billy Badger, a caollege
and a wealthy

gradunte
fian, went to hils
deuth in Chicago attempting Beach-
ey's daring drop HIs  machine
f,il*u to right itself and its planes
were crumpled Eugene Ely lost
bis life In Georgin attempling to
imitate Beachey's "IDMteh Roll,” He
lost control of the machine
Cromwell Dixon, a mere boy, also

lost hils life trying te “he hettar
than PBeachey." Cal Rodgers, who
made the first coast-to-coast flight,

lost his life in Los Angeles Bay do-
ing the dip and chasing sea gulls (o
the amusement of the crowd. John
Frisbie lost his life doing Beachey's
“Oc¢ean NMoll' Ralph Johnston and
Arch Hoxey, bolh members of the
“Death Reel” film, lost their lives
in daring stunts.

A TRAGIC

STATEMENT,

Beachey's most tragic statement
in regard to death of those who at-
tempted to surpass his daring feate
was: "And one by one they have
hurtled down, elutching at the rohes
of God, tn smach on earth. Death
haz left me alone because I was a
good servant to him.”

Besldes the death of those who
followed him in his conquest of the
alr, Beachey killed Miss Ruth Hil-
dreth and  seriously injured her
gister, Helen, at Iochoster, 3 Y.
Oectober 1913, The girls ang their
escorts were standing on a hangar
when the daring aviator lost con-
trol of his machine and on his way
to carth struck them This event
impressed him nmiore than anytlilog
af his career

While he regorded the death of
aviators who attempted to oul-cines

HOWARD

LINGOLN PEACHEY, AT EXTREME RIGHT, WATCHING MRS. BARNEY
OLDFIELD CHRISTEN MONOPLANE IN WHICH HE LATER LOST HIS LIFE

him as thelr own foolbardiness he

felt personally respongible for the
death of this girl. although a coron-
er's jury declared L unavoiduble

In his daring career Beuchey f&l)
many times, was always roeady Lo
and oxneciant of death by a  fal),

unul it overtook

but eluded dt.alh

5 n

him at the
tion, seven
1o defy the
dare-devil

Panama-Pacific Exposi-
yvears after he started
Erim monster This
aviator told reporters al
various times that he alveady fell
death hehind him, practically
clutching at his steering wheel and

attempinz to send him to death,

It seomed as If
nlwayvs woas be-

during his fMighis
the grim reaper
hind Heachey had somewhal of a
super-natural contest on with the
phantom of immortality. The visago
of death always was before him,
he sald, and bis most darins fights
were teken more Iln defisnce than

for the money

So deflant was he of his nemesis
that in Los Angeles, Cal, In Janu-
ary, 1912, he tempted instant de-
struction by emulnting the feats of
two aviators who bad met death at
the same spot in the same way.

Ascending to a helght of 400 feet

B hey reappeared a few

ALBERT ROND
LAMBERT

anid taking a sheer plunge, similar
to one in which Page lost his life,
he deccnded into a gully into which
¥ nxey fell to his death just a
Fram the grand stand it appeared

: Beachey had fallen, and when
did not appear after an inter-

| of more than a minute, doctors,
and mechaniclans rushed

ronoriers

=cone.  hyt
minutes
loter and flew over the coursey
HE CAME

BAUK,

itomobliles to the

retired for a year, say=-
ing Lie never would fly agaln, but
came back in Seplember, 1913, and
ried the second chapter of his
carcer that ended in his death
the time of his retirement he
“The chance of being killed
never worrfed me while I was fly-
ing  Lvery man and woman [ met
during my ocareer, predicted that I
would be killed. This only annoyed
m It did not get on MY nervea.
I made up my mind that If I
did tumble from the air 1 did not
vant my flnal bump to stamp me as
¥er. If it came my time to die
1 wantedd to drop thousands of feet.
1 -.\..-.r|'o--| the grandstands and
Erounds to be packed with a huge,

ring mob and the band crash-

fne out the latest ragtime plece.
And when the ambulance or worss
hauled me away | wantad them all
to sav: ‘Well, he certainly was fiy-
ing some

“1 knew 1 was skillful. T had
every cotifidence in my abllity. I

knew just as sure 48 fate that somse
dav there would be a tiny flaw in
a plece of steel. Tt would not take
longer than the tick of a clock and
then it would be all over.

“1 alwayvs belleved 1 would be
killed if 1 stuck to the game long
enough.™

When Lincoln Beachey made this
statement on his retirement as ao
aviator he did not know how true
it was and how he eventually would
come to his death through an acel-
dent—the collapse of the steel work
of his machine

That Lincoln Beachey invited
denth has bean shown by his daring
flights, With his demise the United
Siates f3 loft with no great aviators
and practically the last of the great
and fatal “Death Reel” fillm bas
gone 1o his death,

Bad for the Laurels,

It s related of Willlam Dean
Howells that he one time was ad-
monishing a young novellst, who,
alter writing a fine novel, had pro-
duced only slight commercial things.

“Two coritics,” he said to the
yvoung man, “were discussing a, cer-
taln author,

‘Hig lnurels, said the first critie,
already seem fuded pnd  bedrag-
glod.”

"That.'! the other eritic agreed,
‘is becanse he has been restlng on
them." "

i N
Advertising FPays.
“Noes advertsing pay? 1.lost a
five-dollar bill on the streel.”
“Well "
“1 udvertised, and so far [ have
recetved three five-dollar bills™

A Practieal Younth.

George—'lf some one should
leave vou fOfty thousand dollars,
what would yon do?”

Jack—"I'd run over to Europse,

buy o title, and then come back and
warry a millionheiress.”




